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mere physical contrast was as strong as could well be,
and this is not unworthy of notice here; for Erskine was,
I think, the only man in whose society Scott took great
pleasure, during the more vigorous part of his life, that
had neither constitution nor inclination for any of the
rough bodily exercises in which he himself delighted.
The Counsellor (as Scott always called him) was a little
man of feeble make, who seemed unhappy when his pony
got beyond a foot-pace, and had never, I should suppose,
addicted himself to any out-of-doors sport whatever.
He would, I fancy, have as soon thought of slaying his
own mutton as of handling a fowling-piece: he used to
shudder when he saw a party equipped for coursing, as
if murder were in the wind; but the cool meditative
angler was in his eyes the abomination of abominations.
His small elegant features, hectic cheek, and soft hazel
eyes, were the index of the quick sensitive gentle spirit
within. He had the warm heart of a woman, her gener-
ous enthusiasm, and some of her weaknesses. A beauti-
ful landscape, or a fine strain of music, would send the
tears rolling down his cheek; and though capable, I
have no doubt, of exhibiting, had his duty called him
to do so, the highest spirit of a hero or a martyr, he had
very little command over his nerves amidst circumstances
such as men of ordinary mould (to say nothing of iron
fabrics like Scott's) regard with indifference. He would
dismount to lead his horse down what his friend hardly
perceived to be a descent at all; grew pale at a precipice;
and, unlike the White Lady of Avenel, would go a long
way round for a bridge.

Erskine had as yet been rather unfortunate in his
professional career, and thought a sheriffship by no
means the kind of advancement due to his merits, and
which his connections might naturally have secured for
him. These circumstances had at the time when I first
observed him tinged his demeanor; he had come to in-
termingle a certain wayward snappishness now and thene sbrth chapter) in October, 1837.d when Peveril
